
                                                                                       
KING COUNTY ALCOHOLISM AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 21, 2005 
 
 
Members Present:  Dana Boales, Linda Brown, Nancy Code, Joan Clement, Michelle 
DiMiscio, Roger Goodman, Jenna Henderson, Larry Hill, Tim King, Mary Alice Knotts, 
Kim Murillo  
 
Members Absent:  Yasmin Smith (excused) 
 
Guests Present:   Al Sweeten, Seattle Indian Health Board; Bob Leonard, Division of 
Alcohol and Substance Abuse-Region 4; Steven Olson, Renton Area Youth Services; 
Mario Paredes, Consejo Referral and Counseling Services; Pat Knox, Recovery 
Centers of King County; Suzanne Wietting, Fairfax Hospital; Ramon Graham, Center for 
Human Services; Adrienne Anderson, Michael Hanrahan, Seattle-King County 
Department of Public Health 
 
Staff Present:  Geoff Miler, Rhoda Naguit, Jodi Riley-Kauer 
              
 
Board Chair Linda Brown convened the King County Alcoholism and Substance Abuse 
Administrative Board meeting at 12:08 p.m.  The meeting was held at Mount Olympus 
Room of DASA Region IV offices, located at 400 Mercer Street, 6th floor, Seattle. 
 
I. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Board Chair Brown welcomed everyone present.  She asked everyone to 
introduce him/herself. 

 
II. MINUTES 
 

Confirmation of Board Nominees:  Before the approval of meeting minutes, 
Board Chair Brown proudly announced the confirmation of four board nominees – 
Dana Boales, Michelle DiMiscio, Jenna Henderson, and Tim King at the Law, 
Justice, and Human Services Committee meeting this morning at the Council 
Chambers.  In response to questions from Committee members, the nominees 
identified their interests and goals as Board members.  County Council members 
present at the hearing expressed their appreciation to the nominees for their 
willingness to serve and recognized the strength and diversity they bring to the 
Board. 
 
Joan Clement made a motion which was seconded by Dana Boales to approve the  
June 16, 2005 board minutes as submitted.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
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III. PRESENTATION:   NEEDLE EXCHANGE PROGRAM METHADONE ACCESS 
 

Michael Hanrahan gave an overview of the Needle Exchange Program with an 
emphasis on the Methadone Access component of the program.  In addition to a 
number of other services, the Needle Exchange Program manages access and the 
wait list for access to methadone treatment for low/no-income people across all of 
King County.  Historically, the demand for methadone treatment has exceeded the 
treatment available resulting in substantial waits for methadone treatment.  
Michael distributed a number of graphs showing changes from 1997 to the present 
in the number of people on the methadone wait list, treatment referrals and 
placements. Other graphs showed changes in the volume of needles exchanged 
by site from year, and in funding source/payer mix for methadone treatment 
referrals from October 2004 to June 2005.   
 
Changes in Methadone Waitlist:  As of the end of June, the number of people 
waitlisted for methadone treatment was lower than at any time since 1996.  The 
number of clients waitlisted peaked at 731 clients in late 2002 and is now down to 
156 clients.  Several factors have contributed to this improvement including a 
number of organizations working together to develop ways to more effectively 
manage the waiting list as well as increases in the number methadone treatment 
slots funding through a number of programs.  The Access to Recovery (ATR) 
Program has been one of the important factors in increasing access to treatment 
and reduction of the wait list.   In addition to ATR funding and increases in Title 
XIX funding for methadone treatment, the Needle Exchange Program is able to 
provide referrals to voucher-funded treatment with funds from other 
entities including the City of Seattle, the federal Ryan White CARE Act, and 
Washington State AIDS Omnibus funds.   
 
Program Objectives: The overall objectives of methadone access through the 
Needle Exchange Program  are  to get  people into treatment, to support them in 
treatment long enough to assure stabilization, to provide emergency interim 
funding  to cover treatment costs for clients whose stability and continuation in 
treatment may be threatened because of job loss, loss of insurance or other 
change in financial circumstances, and to assist clients enroll in entitlements such 
as Title XIX to acquire stable longer-term support.  Some of the programs are 
more adequately funded to meet these comprehensive objectives than others.   
 
Challenges:   Michael identified an anticipated funding challenge.  Though 
homeless, marginalized and opiate-dependent, most needle exchange clients do 
not qualify for Title XIX coverage.  Washington State's recent expansion 
of treatment funding for XIX-eligible clients assures that, at least for the near-term, 
clients who qualify for Medicaid will have immediate access to treatment.  However 
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only 13% of clients on the Needle Exchange waitlist are enrolled in Medicaid at the 
time of referral.  An additional 9% become enrolled once stabilized in treatment.  
That leaves nearly 80% of waitlisted clients dependent on limited voucher and 
other non-XIX resources.  We clearly need more funding to support treatment for 
low/no-income opiate-dependent individuals in King County who do not and will 
not qualify for Medicaid.    
  
In addition to the waitlist management and voucher distribution services provided 
by Needle Exchange, vouchers for methadone treatment are sometimes available 
through Jail Health Services (supported by Criminal Justice dollars provided by 
MHCADSD) and POCAAN (through a CSAT capacity expansion grant).   
  
Other Services: Michael stated that the needle exchange program is a one -for-
one syringe exchange and is not a distribution program.  The program provides 
risk reduction support and case management focused on services clients need – 
mental health counseling, grief and loss counseling, etc.   The program also 
collaborates with Pioneer Square Clinic (HMC) and Healthcare for the Homeless 
Network to provide medical care for wounds and abscesses on site, as well as 
screening for communicable diseases such as HIV and hepatitis.   
  
 Questions:  A question was asked about why South Park and Rainier Valley are 
under represented on the needle exchange volume graphs.  Michael responded 
that service hours are limited at these locations.  Except in the Downtown, 
University District and Capitol Hill/Broadway areas, needle exchange operates for 
only a few hours one or two days per week.   
  
Board members asked if there might be other potential funding sources for 
methadone treatment.  The decision was made to invite Michael and Adrienne 
Anderson back in the fall to give the board an update on the methadone list and to 
explore other questions.  Roger Goodman stated that the King County Bar 
Association is currently working on the funding issue and invited Michael 
Hanrahan to attend their next meeting.  
 

IV. AGENCY CONCERNS  
 

Pat Knox, Chief Executive Officer of Recovery Centers of King County, asked the 
Board to support her request to DASA for additional funding for residential beds if 
any of the treatment expansion funds are unexpended in other parts of the State.  
RCKC has the capacity to increase the number of residential beds if funding is 
available.     
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Residential Bed Allocation:  The Board discussed the allocation of residential 
beds in the 2005-07 biennial budget and asked Harvey Funai about how the 
decisions were made to fund more residential beds in Pierce County and the 
northeastern region of the State than in King County.  Harvey provided some 
information about the allocation formula and emphasized the fact that King County 
will receive more beds next year.  The number of beds requested by agencies 
from DASA was approved at 50% level for the first year.  For the second year, it 
will be 100%. 
 
Assessment Center:  In relation to bed utilization, Al Sweeten stated that due to 
staff shortages at the Assessment Center, clients are not assessed in a timely 
manner, which means that access to available residential beds is slow or missed 
altogether. Al reported s that there is a state level workgroup tasked to examine 
the issue of residential beds and that King County is well represented in this 
workgroup.  Mario Paredes, Executive Director of Consejo Referral and 
Counseling Services, suggested inviting agencies to brainstorm on the issue of 
residential beds and to come up with a long-term plan.  The Board will ask Jim 
Vollendroff for a detailed update and discussion of the Assessment Center at the 
next meeting. 
 
Motion:  Roger Goodman made a motion, which was seconded by Joan Clement 
to write a letter to DASA in support of RCKC’s request for more bed allocations to 
King County in the event that the State has some unexpended beds.   The motion 
was approved unanimously. 
 

V. BOARD CHAIR’S REPORT    
 
A.   Treatment-Prevention Integration Update 
 
Linda reported that that she has conveyed the board’s support for the integration 
of treatment and prevention under the Department of Community and Human 
Services to Amnon Shoenfeld, MHCADSD Director.   
 
B. Exemplary Service Awards 
 
The deadline for submission of completed application for Exemplary Service 
Awards is July 29, 2005.   Board members were asked to encourage agencies and 
individuals to apply.   
 
Board Representative:  The Board has also been asked to have a representative 
on the selection committee to review all applications, rate applicants, and attend 
the selection committee meetings in which applicants are selected to be 
recommended to the Division.  Linda had served as member of the selection 
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committee in the past and found it to be an interesting and enjoyable process.  The 
time required for review and rating depends on the number of applicants and the 
committee meeting can take a couple of hours.  Dana Boales volunteered to be 
the board’s representative on the selection committee.  Michelle DiMiscio is her 
backup. 
 
C. Board Liaison Reports 
 
Joan Clement, Chronic Populations Action Council:   
 
Meeting this month was cancelled. 
 
Roger Goodman, Legislative Advocacy and Public Affairs Committee 
 
The committee will meet on August 24th to begin discussion on Legislative Forum 
which is scheduled on December 8th at St. Mark Cathedral. 
 
Linda Brown, Mental Health Advisory Board  
 
The MH Board reviewed the Recovery Plan developed by MHCADSD staff.  This 
5-year plan is designed to emphasize recovery-oriented mental health services.   
 
Working with MH staff, Steven Collins, a member of the MH Quality Review Team 
(QRT), has developed a proposal for a pilot program that will vacate of criminal 
records of defined offenses for individuals in the MH system.   Presently these 
offences make individuals ineligible for a number of important benefits such as 
supported housing, and some income support programs.  The proposed pilot 
project might also be applicable and important for individuals in the CD system.  
Linda asked Board members if they would be interested in having Steven present 
the proposal to the Board.  A decision was made to invite him to the next meeting. 
Tim King asked that advance background information about this subject be sent to 
the board members prior to August 18, 2005 meeting.  
 

VI. RECOVERY GARDEN UPDATE   
 
Due to unavoidable delays Seattle Parks and Recreation have encountered, the 
Recovery Garden will not be completed in September so the dedication of the 
garden is delayed.  In view of this new development, the deadline for submission 
and payment of cobblestone for the Garden has been extended to September 15, 
2005.  Over $1,000 has been collected to date.  Everyone was encouraged to 
order a stone.   Extensive promotion of the Recovery Garden project is needed. 
The project will be highlighted during Recovery Month in September.  Labyrinths 
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will be a focus on the workshop presented prior to the Exemplary Service Awards 
ceremony in September.      
 

VII. BOARD MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
 
A. Board Resignation 
 
Board Chair Brown informed the board that Kim Murillo is resigning from the board 
due to residential move to Olympia.  Kim thanked the board for the opportunity 
given her to head the CD Shortage Committee.  She expressed interest in 
continuing her work with this committee as a non-board member, which the board 
unanimously approved. 
 
Geoff Miller will continue to gather information on the issue of CD Shortage 
statewide.  The board and stakeholders will start with a white paper.  A 
stakeholders meeting will be held mid-September on this issue.  
 
B. Board Applicant 
 
Dan Foley, a board applicant, has attended two board meetings since he applied 
for board membership.  Nancy made a motion, which was seconded by Jenna 
Henderson to recommend the appointment of Dan Foley to the King County 
Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Administrative Board.  The motion was 
unanimously approved. 
 

VIII. NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 
The Nominations Committee, composed of Joan Clement and Kim Murillo, has 
recommended extending the term of office for Linda Brown as Board Chair and 
Nancy Code as Vice-Chair.  Linda and Nancy were asked to step out during a brief 
deliberation.   
 
Roger Goodman made a motion that was seconded by Dana Boales to extend the 
terms of office for Linda Brown as Board Chair and Nancy Code as Vice-Chair.  
The motion was passed unanimously. 
 

IX. BIENNIAL PLAN 
 
Draft copy of 2005-2007 Biennial Plan was sent to the board for review and for 
consideration.  Feedback/comments from board members were all positive  - the 
Plan is well written, readable, coherent, and brief. 
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Michelle DiMiscio made a motion, which was seconded by Joan Clement to 
approve the Biennial Plan for 2005-07 as submitted. 
 
Due to time constraints, the discussion was brief.  The Board will ask Jim 
Vollendroff to discuss the plan at the next meeting. 
 
 

X. CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY PROFESSIONAL WORKGROUP UPDATE 
 
Chair Kim Murillo reported that the workgroup has met several times.  Workgroup 
members have talked with provider agencies to identify problems from their 
perspective and have started to develop a white paper that will help identify the 
issues and plan for the forum on the issue.  The projected date of the forum is mid 
to late September. 
 
The workgroup is also gathering information from other states about their 
certification requirements and processes. 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:40 p.m. 
 
Prepared by:       Attested by: 
 
 
 
Rhoda A. Naguit      Linda Brown 
Recording Secretary     Board Chair 

 
 
 
 

 


